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Trosclair and the Alligator 
by Peter Huggins 

Illustrated by Lindsey Gardiner 
 
Trosclair ignores his father’s warning about 
Gargantua, the rogue alligator living in nearby 
Bayou Fontaine, and heads off into Bee Island 
Swamp to hunt for turtle eggs. 
 
Learning Engagements: 

1. Vocabulary 
2. Setting 
3. Prediction 
4. Cajun Dialect 
5. Main Ideas or Theme 
6. Text-to-text Connections 

 
Learning Engagement #1: Vocabulary 

Book Prompt: Book or literary language helps readers develop their vocabulary. Some of the words used in 
this story derive their meaning from Cajun culture. While building vocabulary background, discuss the French 
influence in Louisiana. 
 
Before reading the book, introduce some or all of these words. Some are explained within the context of the 
story. Others may require the use of the dictionary or the help of readers who are familiar with Cajun culture. 
Some of the words clearly derive their meaning from French. 
 

 

 

Challenging Vocabulary Definition 
bayou small, slow-moving stream or creek 
cypress trees a bayou tree, often covered with moss 
Gargantua giant, a French literary character 
gumbo a thick stew or soup 
heron a long-legged, long-necked bird 
père French word for father 
petits French word meaning “little ones” 
pirogue a small, flat-bottomed boat 
rogue a villain (“bad guy”), a trickster 

Learning Engagement #2: Setting 
Book Prompt: The story takes place in the Bayou Fontaine in Louisiana. 
 
Before reading the book, readers can list what they already know about the bayou, including which animals 
live there. After reading the book, revisit the illustrations and add to the list of bayou animals and 
environmental features. If readers are interested in learning more, conduct research. 
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Know about the Bayou Learned about the Bayou 
Environment Environment 
  
  
Animals Animals 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Engagement #3: Prediction 
Book Prompt: There are many opportunities during this suspenseful story for readers to make a prediction 
about what will happen next. A prediction can be thought of in this way: 
 

Examine Clues in the Text + Background Knowledge = Prediction 
 
During reading, pause and allow readers to predict what will happen next. If working with a group or whole 
classroom of students, ask listeners/readers to share their predictions with a partner. The important thing is not 
if the prediction is correct. Right or wrong, the reader should be able to back up the prediction with text clues. 

 
Pause to Make Predictions when: 
Trosclair and Ollie paddle into the Bee Island Swamp and didn’t see or hear Gargantua. 
Trosclair helps Ollie onto the tree branch, and the bees buzz all around them. 
Trosclair says, “Okay, Gargantua, open your mouth and I’ll drop Ollie right in. I sure am glad 
you don’t want a beehive.” 
 
Learning Engagement #4: Cajun Dialect 

Book Prompt: The Cajun dialect used in the story gives it flavor and makes it particularly entertaining as a 
read-aloud. 
 
Collect Cajun phrases from the story and rewrite them in standard academic English. Discuss the benefits of 
using dialect to tell this story. 
 

 

Cajun Standard Academic English 
Whenever he visited, Uncle Maurice would 
say, “Trosclair, how you been keeping, you?” 

How have you been? 

Trosclair would say, “Me, I been keeping 
fine.” 

I’ve been fine. 

“You trow dat dog down to me, and I leave 
you alone, eh?” 

If you throw your dog down to me, I will leave 
you alone. 

“You trow dat old beehive down to me, and I 
let you keep dat dog.” 

If you throw the beehive down to me, I will let 
you keep your dog. 

“Where you been now? Your Uncle Maurice 
said he saw Gargantua heading down da 
bayou like the swamp wolf were after it.” 

Where have you been? Your Uncle Maurice 
said he saw Gargantua heading down the 
bayou like the swamp wolf was after him. 
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Learning Engagement #5: Main Ideas or Theme 
Book Prompt: The main ideas and theme of the story center on following the advice of an elder. Trosclair’s 
scary encounter with Gargantua would not have happened had he listened to his father in the first place. 

 
Readers can write about the main ideas or theme of story by answering these questions. 
 
• At the beginning of the story, Trosclair does not heed his father’s warning. 

At the end when he’s allowed to go into the swamp, Trosclair doesn’t go alone. 
What did Trosclair learn from his encounter with Gargantua? 

• When Trosclair’s father tells him that Gargantua has left the swamp, Trosclair 
does not tell him he knows all about it. Why not? 

• Would you have acted the way Trosclair did? Why or why not? 
 
Learning Engagement #6: Text-to-text Connections 

Book Prompt: As in folklore where the bad guy usually gets his due, in this picture book little Trosclair bests 
Gargantua, the rogue alligator. Trosclair’s clever trick is very much like that of Brer Rabbit. 
 
Share some of these folktales in which the villain loses. Compare these stories to Trosclair and the Alligator 
and to each other. 

 
Other Recommended Folktale Picture Books: 

Borreguita and the Coyote: A Tale from Ayutla, Mexico retold by Verna Aardema, illustrated by Petra 
Mathers (Knopf, 1991) 

Brer Rabbit and the Wonderful Tar Baby adapted by Eric Metaxas, Music by Taj Mahal (Rabbit Ears 
Productions, 1990) 

Ikotomi and the Buzzard: A Plains Indian Story by Paul Goble (Orchard Books, 1994) 
Jungle Party by Brian Wildsmith (Star Bright Books, 2006) 
Just a Minute: A Trickster Tale and Counting Book by Yuyi Morales (Chronicle, 2003) 
Zomo the Rabbit: A Trickster Tale from West Africa by Gerald McDermott (Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 

1992) 
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