Build a Birdhouse for
Your Friendly Visitors!
Help children explore their creativity
and learn more about local birds! Using
common household materials and a
few craft supplies, you and your child
can assemble your very own backyard
birdhouse. In this activity, allow children
to tap into their imaginations—and
draw inspiration from Ceri and Deri!
What You Will Need

• An empty milk carton
• Scissors
• Hot glue
• Hot glue gun
• Twine or any other sturdy rope/string
• Paints (non-toxic, water-based)
• Paintbrushes
• Twigs, small stones, and leaves
• Birdseed

Directions

1. Locate an empty half-gallon milk carton to ensure there is plenty of room for a bird family.
Wash and dry the carton thoroughly so there’s no leftover residue.

2. Make an outline of a circle or rectangle on one side of the carton. Cut out the shape to create
an entrance for the birds.
3. Paint the carton white and let it dry for about an hour. This becomes your child’s blank

canvas! They can paint and decorate the carton however they wish.

4. After the paint is dry and decorations are complete, mark an X at the top of the carton. Use a
sharp tool to poke a hole through the X. The hole should be just big enough for the twine or rope.
5. Insert a bit of twine into the hole and tie a knot. Secure the knot inside the carton by applying
some hot glue around the hole. Optional: Make a perch by attaching a popsicle stick below the
entrance with some hot glue.
6. Fill the carton with some twigs, leaves, and birdseed to create an inviting space. If needed,
place some small stones inside the carton to withstand the wind.

7. Hang the birdhouse on a nail or a branch in your backyard. Now wait for some chirping
visitors!

Bonus Activity

Unleash your imagination! Old bowls, teacups, and plastic containers can also be transformed
into a birdbath. Clean and dry the item thoroughly. Your child can decorate the container with
paints or stickers and fill it with water. Winged friends will now have a nice place to clean up or
take a refreshing drink!
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