
Children can explore their imaginative side with 
these whimsical, at-home clay projects! For a 
rainy day or a sun-filled one, these projects 
encourage collaboration, creativity, organization, 
and measurement skills. Some require adult 
assistance. All the materials can be purchased at 
local art stores or online.

This sheet can be paired with The Magic of Clay 
by Adalucía. It teaches kids about the everlasting 
versatility of clay, scientific vocabulary, clay 
creations, and the Earth’s evolution!

clay magic at home

Clay Bead Necklaces
Materials:
• Colored polymer clay (more than 1 color needed)
• 20 mm wooden beads
• String or twine
• Bamboo skewer sticks
• A baking sheet
• Glaze (optional)

Directions:
1. Have your child select two different colored pieces of clay 
to combine by flattening and rolling them together (one on 
top of the other).

2. Slice the clay into 8 pieces.

3. Press one of the sliced pieces into a wooden bead, rolling it around and 
creating a swirl pattern. Show your child how to roll them or have them 
experiment!

4. Skewer the beads onto bamboo sticks.

5. Place the skewers on a baking sheet and bake according to the label on the 
polymer package.

6. Let the beads cool for 30 minutes. Ask your child if they would like to glaze them 
for an extra shine or leave them as is!

7. String five or six beads onto twine or string. Done!
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Directions:
1. Pour 2 cups of flour, 1 cup of salt, and 1 cup of 
water into the mixing bowl. Have your child mix 
the ingredients together with their hands until 
there is no dry flour.

2. Once the dry flour is gone, mold into the shape 
of a bread loaf. Cut off half of the “loaf.” Wrap up 
the other half and store it in a cupboard or 
lukewarm space.

3. Knead and flatten the piece with a rolling pin.

4. Have your child imprint their hand. Then, poke a 
hole anywhere in the dough using a straw.

5. Bake in the oven at 300°F for 20-25 minutes.

6. Use food coloring or acrylic paints to fill in the 
handprints. Done!

Materials:
• Paint
• Paintbrushes
• Air dry clay (Crayola recommended)

Directions:
1. Dip your child’s fingertips in water to help mold the clay. Then, roll a small section of 
the clay into a ball.

2. Form a crater by pressing your thumb into the middle of the ball.

3. Pinch the rim of the crater you have created until it forms the shape of a bowl, glass, 
or anything you want!

4. Once you are finished, put the clay creation in a safe place to dry for 24 hours.

5. After it has finished drying, give it to your child to paint in any way they choose. 
Done!

Clay Hand molds

Clay Pinch Pots

Materials:
• 2 cups of flour
• 1 cup of salt
• 1 cup of water
• A mixing bowl
• A rolling pin
• A straw
• Food coloring or acrylic paints
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Materials:
• Colored polymer clay
• A glass baking pan
• Glue (Elmer’s or anything stronger, just not a glue stick!)
• Alphabet cookie cutters
• A rolling pin
• Magnets

Directions:
1. Knead the polymer clay until it is soft. Roll it out with a rolling 
pin.

2. After it has been rolled out, have your child press the 
alphabet cookie cutters into the clay.

3. Put the letters in the glass baking dish as you go along. Bake 
according to the label on the package.

4. After the letters have cooled for about 30 minutes, glue the 
magnets to the back. Your child can put them on a magnetic 
surface. Done!

Materials:
• Polymer or air dry clay
• Pasta shells
• A glass baking pan (optional)
• Glue (Elmer’s or anything stronger,
  just not a glue stick!)

Directions:
1. Have your child roll a small amount of clay about the length of a paperclip into a 
snakelike shape, bending the head upward and leaving space on the body to later 
place the pasta shell.

2. Make snail tentacles out of any remaining clay, attach, and bake with the body. 

3. If using polymer clay, bake according to the label on the package. If air dry clay, 
leave out for 24 hours.

4. Once the clay has cooled down or finished drying, glue the pasta shell onto the 
body. Done!

Clay Magnet Letters

Clay Snails
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