Teaching Tools
Curriculum Guides for Home and Classroom Teaching
Anna & Natalie
Written by Barbara H. Cole
Illustrated by Ronald Himler
Anna and her seeing-eye dog Natalie are
chosen by Anna’s teacher to participate in the
wreath-laying ceremony at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier at Arlington National
Cemetery.
Learning Engagements:
1. Visual Literacy
2. Comprehension Check
3. Story Mapping
4. Character Map
5. Inferring a Theme
6. Artistic Representation
7. Text-to-text Connections
Learning Engagement #1: Visual Literacy
Book Prompt: Read the entire book from beginning to end and discuss it or respond to it in writing or art.
While they read the book, some readers may have been surprised when they discovered that Anna is blind.
For different readers, that realization may have come at different places in the story.
Return to the book cover. Why do readers predict that the story will be about two girls?
Does illustrator Ronald Himler give readers clues about Anna’s blindness?
Review the illustrations page by page. Use sticky notes to mark where the illustrations seem
to conceal Anna’s blindness and where readers first discover her special needs in the artwork.

Learning Engagement #2: Comprehension Check
Book Prompt: After reviewing the illustrations, reread the print.
Use sticky notes to mark where the story makes the reader wonder why, such as why Anna is
never chosen for the fun teams at school. When in the story do readers first discover that Anna is blind?

Learning Engagement #3: Story Mapping
Book Prompt: This story has a clear beginning, middle, and end.
Reread the story and use a story map to record the setting, characters, problem, beginning, middle, and ending
of the story including the solution to the problem. The story map form is at the end of this issue of Teaching
Tools from Star Bright Books.

Learning Engagement #4: Character Map
Book Prompt: The fact that Anna is blind is both a significant and an insignificant fact of the story. She
probably wrote the letter that asks her teacher to consider the unique contributions of military dogs to the
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service of our country during wartime because of her relationship with her seeing-eye dog Natalie. In other
ways, Anna is very much like her seeing classmates. She is a strong character who demonstrates many
powerful personality traits.
Complete a character map of Anna. Write her name
in the middle rectangle.
Brainstorm her strongest character traits. Write
four of them in the bold rectangles.
Find two pieces of evidence in the story to
support each of these traits. Make a note about
each example on the lines below the arrows.

You can access a downloadable Character Map at:
http://www.ala.org/ala/ourassociation/publishing/alaeditions/webextras/moreillon09294/Moreillon_supplement7F.doc

Learning Engagement #5: Discussion and Inferring a Message or Theme
Book Prompt: This lovely story about determination and diversity can spark thoughtful
discussions among readers. Readers may wonder about the author’s message. To infer
a theme, a reader uses evidence in the text and combines it with his or her background knowledge.
These are some possible themes for this book taken from quotes or sayings about diversity.
1. Diversity is the one true thing we have in common. Celebrate it everyday!
(Author unknown)
2. Variety is the spice of life. (American proverb)
3. Diversity is not about how we differ. Diversity is about embracing one another’s
uniqueness. (Ola Joseph)
Think about the message in the story and share in small group discussions. Afterward, compose
individual or small group one-sentence themes that reflect the meaning of the story. For example:
All children want to feel special and important.

Learning Engagement #6: Artistic Representation
Book Prompt: The book may help young readers appreciate the unique contributions of children with all kinds
of abilities.
Use poster board or heavy construction paper, crayons, and collage materials. After writing the theme or
leaving space in which to write it, draw and glue on collage materials to illustrate the message. Readers with
access to digital cameras can also use photographs to illustrate their themes. Display posters prominently.
(Note: October is Disabilities Awareness Month.)
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Learning Engagement #7: Text-to-text Connections
Book Prompt: This story is about a young girl who is blind and her admiration for service dogs.
There are several picture books that share the experiences of blind children; some also
share the important work of seeing-eye dogs.

Recommended Fiction Picture Books about Blind Children:
Brian’s Bird by Patricia A. Davis, illustrated by Layne Johnson (Whitman, 2000)
Looking Out for Sarah by Glenna Lang (Talewinds, 2001)
See the Ocean by Estelle Condra, illustrated by Linda Crockett-Blassingame
(Ideals, 1994)

Other Recommended Fiction and Informational Picture Books
about Children with Disabilities:
Be Good to Eddie Lee by Virginia Fleming, illustrated by Floyd Cooper (Philomel, 1993)
Big Brother Dustin by Alden R. Carter, illustrated by Dan Young with Carol Carter
(Whitman, 1997)
Brothers and Sisters by Laura Dwight (Star Bright Books, 2005)
Friends at School / Amigos en la escuela by Rochelle Bunnett, illustrated by Matt Brown
(Star Bright Books, 1995)
We Can Do It! / ¡Nosotros sí podemos hacerlo! by Laura Dwight (Star Bright Books, 1997)
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Story Map
Book Title: __________________________________________________________
Author/Illustrator:_____________________________________________________
Main Character(s):

Setting:

Problem:

Plot
Beginning:

Middle:

End/Solution:
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